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Come to GSA Club’s 
Valentines Day Event! 
We'll talk about healthy 
relationships & self-love 
When: February 14, 
12:30 to 1:30 

Where: C- 105 

Spurk Building, 
Haverhill Campus 


It’s time to hit the slopes! 
The Department of 
Athletics and Recreation 
will be running a ski and 
snowboard trip 

When: March 3 

Where: Ragged Moun- 
tain 

With your valid NECC 
ID, the cost is only $25! 
This includes lift ticket 
and transportation to the 
mountain. If you need 
to rent equipment, your 
cost will be $55. You 
won’t find a better deal 
than that! 

Deadline to sign up and 
pay is noon on Friday, 
February 23rd. 


Apply for an NECC 
Scholarship! 

For additional informa- 
tion: 

- Visit our website at 
www.necc.mass.edu/ 
scholarships 

- Email scholarships@ 
necc.mass.edu 


International Meet & 
Greet! 

Wednesday, February 
14th 12pm-1:30 pm 

SC Lobby 2nd Floor near 
the Bookstore, Haverhill 
Campus 


NECC’s rising stars 


NECC actors pose for a group shot on campus 


Photo by Leah Mahoney 


NECC actors take the stage at the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival 


By LrEan MAHONEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


A team of Northern Essex’s 
most talented actors, led by act- 
ing Theater Coordinator Brianne 
Beatrice, travelled to Danbury, 
Conn., on Tuesday, Jan. 30, to 
participate in the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Fes- 
tival for region one. This annual 
weeklong event was packed with 
students from all across New 
England and New York State, 
hoping to develop their craft and 
compete for the chance to receive 
the Irene Ryan Acting Scholar- 
ship. 

“For students [who are] excel- 
ling at acting, it provides oppor- 
tunities that extend further than 


the school,” one participating 
student, Michael Gulezian, said 
of the festival. 

The competition consists of 
many rounds across eight regions, 
all leading up to the National Fi- 
nals which takes place at the Ken- 
nedy Center in Washington DC. 
These finalists are selected from 
the best of the best in college the- 
ater, but the first step in the rigor- 
ous process is to be nominated to 
enter the competition. This hap- 
pens through a judging process in 
which designated respondents se- 
lect outstanding performers from 
productions put on by colleges 
across the nation. 

“We have the opportunity 
to have a colleague from a sur- 
rounding university in our region 
come and do a response session 


to a production at the college,” 


said Professor Brianne Beatrice. 

This session is generally 
thought to be a very helpful final 
step in the process of putting up a 
production. Moreover, it’s a great 
honor to have an educating pro- 
fessional in the arts at students’ 
disposal. 

“Students have the opportuni- 
ty to have a very well-informed 
response to all theatrical elements 
that embody and encompass the 
production. From lights to sound 
to costumes, posters, front of 
house, acting...” Beatrice added. 

Northern Essex’s acting nom- 
inees for the 2018 American 
College Theater Festival were: 
Carlyle Bien-Aime, Dierdree 
Glassford, Michael Gulezian, 
and Benjamin Joyall. Notably, 

Continued on page 6 


NECC ‘Top Notch 
Theater’s Spring 2018 
Production of - LAST 
OF THE RED HOT 
LOVERS by- Neil Si- 
mon 

Performance Dates: 
February 22, 23, 24 & 


| March 2, 3 at 7pm 


Matinee: March 1 at 


4pm & March 4 at 2pm 


Location: Chester 
W. Hawrylciw Theater 
(Haverhill Campus, 100 
Elliott Street, C Spurk 


| Building, third floor) 


Join the President’s 


| Running Club! 


Every MONDAY 


| from 12 PM.-1P.Mon 


Haverhill campus 


ON CAMPUS RE- 


| CRUITMENT WEEK 


February 14th -- 
Wednesday 

9:30- 1:30 Lawrence 
Campus in the El-Hefni 

10:00 3:00 Lawrence 
Campus in the El-Hefni 
(LC) Building Ist Floor 
12:00-2:00 p.m. 12:00- 
2:00 p.m. Lawrence 
Campus in Riverwalk 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., 
room TC122 
978.556.3689 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 
978.655.5939 
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Dreams have no age limit 


Is there such a thing 
as too old to get a 
college degree or 
buy a house? 


By SaraAu DESIDERIO 
Editor-in-Chief 

At some point in our lives we 
are taught everything that we 
know. We are given the pressure 
that when you grow up, you go 
to college, you buy a house, you 
start a family all by the age of 
30. We are taught about the sta- 
tus quo, something that already 
exists that we need to maintain 
and we don’t defer from that. But 
what if we do? What if we change 
the status quo? Is getting our first 
college degree after the age of 21 
still an accomplishment? Is buy- 
ing your first house at 40 still a 
boss move? 

A few days ago I was on Face- 
book and J found a picture that 
said, “Getting your first college 
degree after 21 is still an achieve- 
ment. Being married after 30 is 
still beautiful. Starting your fam- 
ily after 35 is still possible. Buy- 


There’s always triumph 
and loss no matter how 


old you are. 
- Judith Garrett-Desiderio 


oe etree a 


ing a house after 40 is still a boss 
move. Don’t let people rush you 
with their timelines!” At some 
point we were all told that you 
need to have all of these things 
done by the age of 30. How 
about no. Why does accomplish- 
ing your goals have to have a 
timeline on it? 

Emily Zinsmeister, a 26 year- 
old English major here at NECC 
who will receive her first college 
degree in May said, “I think ev- 
eryone should wait until after 
they’re 21 to get their first degree 
because at 18 you’re too young to 
really understand the value of col- 
lege and to take full advantage of 
the opportunity. Furthermore, my 
mom was 35 when she got mar- 
ried and had her first child when 
she was 36 so there’s no timeline 
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in our family.” Zinsmeister just 
got engaged on Christmas and 
is thinking about getting married 
after she turns 30, and will then 
think about starting a family in 
the years after. 

My mom, Judith Garrett-De- 
siderio, an NECC alumni, who 
got married at 38 and had her 
first baby at 40 said, “I waited to 
get married because I wanted to 
make sure that my marriage had 
quality over quantity, so when I 
‘got ready’ to find love myself 
and decided to take that chance 
I found your father I found my- 
self literally taking that step off 
the cliff and falling and taking 
that real chance at love, and tak- 
ing that step was something that I 
had never done before.” She con- 
tinued on to say, “There’s always 


triumph and loss no matter how 
old you are. There’s always room 
to grow and I’ll never stop trying 
to grow into me, no matter what 
age, it’s never too old to keep 
growing no matter how it is”. 

I myself, am just like them. I 
am 23 years old and will gradu- 
ate with my first college degree 
in May. Even though I am over 
21 and am just getting my associ- 
ates, that doesn’t bother me now, 


though it 
has in the 
past. I’ve 
seen multi- 
ple people 
that I’ve 
gone to 
high school 
with al- 
ready get 
their de- 
grees; a 


close friend 
I graduated 
high school 
with is in B 
the middle ~ 
of gettin 


her Master’s, and at one point that ~ 
did bother me, but I’ve also taken 
the time to find my true passion. 
I’m graduating at 23 because I 
have changed my major 17,753 
times, and that’s okay too. As 
long as you find what you love, 
who you love, and what makes 
you happy, life shouldn’t have an 
achievement time line on it. 


Photo by Judith Garrett-Desiderio 


g 
Judith Garrett-Desiderio and her youngest daughter mak- 


ing their defense faces before the 2018 Super Bowl. 


What are your plans 
for Valentine’s Day? 


Alpha Beta Gamma 
meeting and then work. 


SARAH TAVITIAN 


Buisness Transfer 


Work and then class. 


NASRIN M. 


Class and observing the Spending time with my 


first day of Lent. 


SAM BEVERAGE 
Tutor 


Going to class 
Unfortunately. 


MELISSA HOOVER 


husband and then class. 


KELLY BOYLAN 
Professor 


Sree ht NG 

Making ramen and 
watching a movie. 

MEAGAN LEVENTAL 


Liberal Arts 
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Having tough conversations 


Is NECC’s culture 
restricting important 
dialogue? 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Opinion Editor 

Now more than ever, we as 
students and academics should be 
having tough discussions. Now 
more than ever, we need to be 
sitting across from those we dis- 
agree with most, hearing them out 
and having a fair, free and equal 
discourse. Isn’t that the goal of 
a college education? To be chal- 
lenged in what we believe about 
the world, to learn to defend our 
positions with reason? 

But there is a small population 
on campus that feel they cannot 
express their opinions, and have 
them met with fair, reasonable 
criticism. Josh Bacon is one such 
student here at NECC. ~ 

“Conservatives can’t have a 
conversation in their classes,” he 
said, “because they [liberals] are 
too ignorant and stuck in their 
own ideas and beliefs. Conserva- 
tives have to bottle everything up, 
because they are worried every- 
one will gang up on them.” 

Bacon fears that his colleagues, 
and even some professors, don’t 


Quinnipiac 


UNIVERSITY 


....1f ultimately the vast majority heed the same ideology and make 


almost no room for any other to be discussed, then conformity will be a 
defining part of campus culture. 


treat him as an equal once his po- 
sition is known. 

“They look at me as though I 
wasn’t a person.” 

Unfortunately, this fear is not 
uncommon among the conserva- 
tive minority on campus, accord- 
ing to Bacon. 

“ T know a lot of people that 
don’t want to speak up in their 
classes, it’s just too risky.” 

How can any understanding 
be fostered if one whole half of 
the argument is never even made, 
worse yet for fear of a mob men- 
tality. Where is the. community 
and progress in an environment 
of censorship and consensus by 
intimidation? 

“You can be passionate about 
politics and still listen to the other 
side speak, instead of just shutting 
them down,” Bacon said. 

When asked how to improve 


Experience a program that gives your 
passion a platform. 


the conditions for open dialogue 
on campus, Bacon’s main point 
was that student and teacher need 
to be more open minded. 

As committed to Diversity 
as campuses across the country 
claim to be, there’s a severe lack 
of diversity of thought and belief. 

There can be as many dif- 
ferent races, genders, economic 
backgrounds, identities, groups, 
clubs, sports, programs, scholar- 
ships, departments and majors as 
a college can muster, but if ulti- 
mately the vast majority heed the 
same ideology and make almost 
no room for any other to be dis- 
cussed, then conformity will be a 
defining part of campus culture. 

Matt Brides, another NECC 
student who personally aligns 
more to the left, agrees there is 
a dysfunctional environment at 
Northern Essex. 

“In many 
ways, the cul- 
ture on cam- 
pus as I have 


experienced it is being drawn 
both in the direction of open dis- 
course and a direction of willing 
silence.” Brides argues that there 
are students and faculty that are 
“more than willing to discuss and 
debate controversial topics for 
the sake of understanding.” But, 
Brides can recall instances when 
he experienced an unfairly de- 
railed discussion. 

“Some professors I’ve had in 
my few semesters here have tried 
to create discourse and it has been 
shut down by the very students 
that they were trying to engage.” 

As rough as it is to facilitate 
discussion just between two op- 
posing sides alone, Brides ex- 
presses concern that a significant 
segment of NECC’s population 
is unwilling to take either side in 
a difficult debate, and may even 
refuse to engage in these discus- 
sions. 

“There are some people who 
would rather these talking points 
go untouched and fester in a mire 


99 


of unresolved problems and a lack 
of mutual understanding than be 
willing to step outside their com- 
fort zones for a brief time and 
have an honest discourse about 
poignant topics,” he said. 

Northern Essex Community 
College is a place for the hard- 
working student to develop the 
skills they need to go out and re- 
shape the world around them. It 
is also, as all centers of learning 
are, a forum within which ideas 
should be shared, weighed by 
their merit, and accepted or de- 
nied upon legitimate grounds. 

There are definitely students 
and staff already working hard to 
make our campus a fair and equi- 
table place for discussion, but ev- 
ery single one of us can contribute 
in our own small way. 

When someone says some- 
thing that flies in the face of ev- 
erything we believe, we have got 
to bite our tongues, straighten our 
backs and cooly ask “why?” 


Book prices too high? 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Arts and Sciences 

Business / Communications 
Education / Engineering 
Health Sciences / Law 
Medicine / Nursing 


Quinnipiac’s world-sized classrooms blend rigorous academics 


and practical experiences to give your fire a focus, preparing 
you for a promising future in the real world. Attentive faculty 
create personalized, empowering opportunities for growth, 


through professional connections and a long record of success. 


Join us at a Transfer Information Session: 2/15, 3/15, 3/29 
Or an Open House: 3/4 


Explore your potential at QU.edu 


By Davin S. Morrissey 
Correspondent 

When talking to a sample of students 
who attend Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College, they were all in unanimous 
agreement that the fee for books required 
for classes were acceptable the way they 
were, even if they were high, and didn’t 
view the prices as too demanding. This 
is a reversal of what this student had as- 
sumed their answers would be, and talked 
with them to figure out why this was the 
case, and comprehend exactly why they 
felt this way. 

Talking with student Kevin Murphy, 
his reasoning on the matter was discov- 
ered. He stated “I don’t mind since I can 
usually find the book I’m looking for on- 
line, for a cheaper price.” He stated as 
well, “I also understand that Northern Es- 
sex needs money, and this is one of their 
ways of getting it.” Hearing his perspec- 
tive was quite intriguing and I scoured for 
more fellow students to hear their take on 
the subject. 

Hoping to perhaps hear another per- 
spective, it turned out that student Mi- 
chael Hennessey shared the same senti- 
ment as well. “ I don’t like paying high 
prices, but I believe the prices can’t be 
too low, or else Northern Essex will lose 
money that they could be making. The 
prices I think are too high, but I wouldn’t 
argue against lowering them, since I un- 
derstand why that probably won’t hap- 
pen.” Both students shared relatively the 
same perspective, and it was fascinating 


to hear their similar outlook. 

Turning next to student Ryan Baker, his 
outlook on the matter wasn’t quite differ- 
ent. He stated “The prices should definite- 
ly be lowered, but I don’t think they could 
be. The school needs to make money and 
we need our books for class. Unless we 
can find cheaper options somewhere else, 
we have to buy our books at the store, and 
it’s a working system for Northern Essex 
in order to gain money.” 

The 3 students who were interviewed 
all appeared to share relatively the same 
sentiment on the cost for books. 

The prices were high, but were under- 
standably high. This analysis was very in- 
teresting and student Kevin Murphy was 
later questioned as to why he believed the 
outlooks from him and the two other stu- 
dents weren’t so different, to what would 
conceivably be a topic of debate. 

He replied “I think literally all students 
here want the book prices to be lowered, 
but a good amount understand the rea- 
soning for why the prices aren’t cheap.” 
This was quite a shocker, since it would 
be assumed that all students would want 
the book costs to be lower without any 
hesitation. 

The conversations conducted with 
these 3 students were able to shed some 
light on the matter regarding the cost for 
books, and present an intriguing similar 
outlook by all of them. It was surprising 
to hear, and has certainly provided an in- 
teresting take on one of the issues that per- 
tains to the students who attend Northern 
Essex Community College. 
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Student Government 


Association 
Who are they, and what do they do? 


By DANIEL FEROCE 
Correspondent 


Like any organized body of people, the students 
of Northern Essex Community College require 
structure to help them navigate their scholastic 
lives, and the Student Government has the respon- 
sibility to provide that structure. As described by 
the NECC Website, the NECC Student Govern- 
ment Association’s members “raise and discuss 
student concerns with issues being brought to ap- 
propriate senior administrators as necessary” and 
“oversee fundraising activities to support two 
scholarships and a nonprofit organization.” Much 
like the US Congress, the Student Government is 
vitally necessary to the functions of NECC due to 
their rigorous planning of campus events and other 
such important issues. 

The NECC Student Government is always 
open to the public, and students (whether members 
themselves or mere spectators) are allowed and en- 
couraged to attend meetings to see the experience 
for themselves. The Student Government is also 
accepting of applications for new members. The 
official website explains the process as such, “Pick 


up a nomination Petition at the Student Engage- 
ment Center and get signatures from 50 students in 
your program area who will endorse your candida- 
cy. Return the completed petition to Student Life.” 

Our college’s Student Government is always 
accepting new members and is an ideal way for 
students to get involved in college affairs and 
gain firsthand knowledge of how they can make a 
difference at their schools. “As a member of the 
Student Government Association,” the website ex- 
plains, “your voice, actions, and decisions can have 
an immediate and long-term impact on the NECC 
student body. You’ll help identify and address stu- 
dent concerns, while promoting better communi- 
cation and collaboration among students, faculty, 
and staff.” It is always imperative that people take 
direct involvement in the decisions that affect their 
lives on a day-to-day basis, and being involved 
with the Student Government will prepare students 
for doing so in the future. 

The Student Government meets in rooms LA 
101 and A112, communicating with one another 
via video conferencing from 4:00 to 6:00 pm every 
thursday. 


Presidents’ Day 
Trivia Contest 


The annual contest is sponsored by the liberal arts department 


American presidents have received a great 
deal of attention, both in the history texts and in the 
popular media. Even the vice presidents and first 
ladies have been in the spotlight as well. 

However, there are some ladies who have sel- 
dom been the subject of either popular or scholarly 
attention, namely second ladies or the wives of the 
vice presidents. This quiz is designed to bring some 
attention to these often overlooked women. 

Students should e-mail their answers to either 
Professor Morse or Padova at amorse@necc.mass. 
edu or rpadova@nece.mass.edu. Deadline: Friday, 
February 23rd. 

In the event of more than one correct set of an- 
swers, they will all go into a box and one winner 
will be drawn from there, and a prize will be award- 
ed. 


1. She is perhaps best known for maintaining 
a prolific correspondence with her husband on the 
political issues of the day when women were not 
expected to talk about such things. 

2. A cousin of Abraham Lincoln’s presided 


over the marriage ceremony of this second lady. 

3. When this second lady became first lady, she 
was the first to hire a social secretary. 

4. Her husband died of a heart attack after 
leaving the vice presidency, and then she died from 
one as well. 

5. This living former second lady is an avid 
photographer, an advocate for the LGBT communi- 
ty and plays the drums. 

6. She served as second lady for the shortest 
amount of time. 

7. Which second lady barred a certain Cabinet 
wife from her home, thus creating a political crisis? 

8. Which second lady is believed to have vast- 
ly improved her husband’s poor formal education? 

9. Which second lady once served as the pres- 
ident of the Daughters of the American Revolution? 

10. Which living second lady became involved 
in a controversy concerning offensive lyrics 

in popular music? 


This paper is your voice, too! 
_ We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556- 


3027 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Valentine’s Day 
festivities 
Who gets the chocolate 
fondue fountain? 


By JOHN SORAGHAN 
News Editor 


This week marks the first event 
the Student Government Associ- 
ation, formerly known as Student 
Senate, is hosting this semester. 
Their two Valentine ’s Day fund- 
raisers; on Monday the twelfth 
in Lawrence at the El] Hefni 
building and on Wednesday the 
fourteenth in the Spurk building 
will feature baked goods, pizza, 
games, prizes and even a choco- 
late fondue fountain. 

The festivities were scheduled 
from 10 am to 1 pm at Lawrence 
and from 9 am to 2 pm on the 
Haverhill campus, however the 
chocolate fountain will be exclu- 
sive to Haverhill. SGA member 
and Vice President of the Law- 
rence Campus, Felix Carpio, 
said he “was pleased at the fact 
that Lawrence was also getting 
an event,” but was “disappoint- 
ed that it wasn’t equal to that of 
Haverhill.” As the VP, his stated 
goal is to “bridge the gap be- 
tween the two campuses through 
shared events and increased in- 
clusion for Lawrence.” 

The three main goals of the 


fundraisers are to increase aware- 
ness around campus of the SGA 
and its purpose, increase student 
interaction with one another, and 
to raise money for scholarships. 
In regards to raising awareness, 
many students interviewed by 
an Observer reporter didn’t even 
know of the existence of North- 
ern Essex’s student government 
body. Giovanni Nievez a student 
at NECC said “I think I might 
have a friend who’s a member, 
but I’m not really sure what they 
do, or how to find them.” When 
asked if he had heard about the 
Valentine’s Day event he said 
“yes” and then pointed to a fly- 
er for a separate Valentine’s Day 
event put on by the counseling 
department. 

Cathleen Bourouphal, a third 

year student at NECC said she 
had heard of the Valentine’s 
Day event but, was “unsure of 
what SGA was or how to contact 
them.” 
This Wednesday, Feb. 14, will. 
offer ample opportunity for SGA 
to reintroduce themselves to the 
student body, and bring aware- 
ness to the importance of their 
function. 


Security oer 
dt wy | 
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College prepares to renovate Dimitry 
Building in Lawrence 


Taking the next step 
to bring NECC into 
the 21st Century. 


By ERNIE GREENSLADE 


NECC Newsroom 

Just like homeowners have to 
invest in new roofs, a fresh coat 
of paint, and replacement win- 
dows, community college lead- 
ers have to pay attention to their 
buildings, making sure they’re 
up-to-date and in good working 
order. 


Northern Essex _ recently 
completed a renovation of the 
Spurk Building on the Haverhill 
Campus, and the college is now 
preparing to renovate the Dimi- 
try Building, 45 Franklin St., in 
Lawrence, a project that will be- 
gin this month with a completion 
date of the spring of 2019. 

When finished, the building 
will feature new windows, new 
siding, parking lot improve- 
ments, and new and beautifully 
landscaped outdoor space. The 
renovation is anticipated to cost 


This paper is your voice, too! 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


Northern Essex Community College is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and 


$6.5 million and it is funded by 
the Massachusetts Division of 
Capital Asset Management. 

All offices currently locat- 
ed in the Dimitry building have 
been moved to new temporary 
locations in Lawrence including 
NECC’s Louise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center, NECC Riv- 
erwalk, and the El-Hefni Allied 
Health & Technology Building. 

And classes, previously taught 
in the Dimitry Building, have all 
moved to the Haverhill Campus 
and other Lawrence locations. 


Spurk 113. 


does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, religion, color, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, age, disability, genetic,information, maternity leave, military service and national 
origin and any other protected class in its education programs and activities as required by 


Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and other 
applicable statues and college policies. The College prohibits sexual harassment, including 


sexual violence. Inquiries or complaints concerning discrimination, harassment, retaliation or 
sexual violence shall be referred to the College’s Affirmative Action Officer/Title IX Coordinator, 
the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination, the Equal Employment Opportunities 


Commission or the United States Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights. 


NECC offers over 60 programs in the areas of Art & Design, Business, Communication Arts, 


Computer & Information Sciences, Criminal Justice, Deaf Studies, Education, General Studies, 
Health, Human Services, iHealth, Liberal Arts, Performing Arts, Science, and Technology and 


Engineering. 


Northern Essex Community College has an open admissions policy and accepts students on 

a first-come, first-served basis for most programs. To be admitted to a degree or certificate 
program, students must have earned a high school diploma or GED, HiSET, or other state 
approved equivalency credential. Some programs have special admission criteria and/or 

limited enrollment. Please check the college website at www.necc.mass.edu for details on these 


special programs. 


Inquiries regarding affirmative action, equal opportunity and accessibility concerns should be 


addressed to the Affirmative Action/ Section 504 Compliance Officer: 


Justine Caron, Director of Human Resources 
AAO/Title IX, ADA Section 504 Compliance Officer 
Northern Essex Community College 

100 Elliott Street, B-219 

Haverhill, MA 01830 

978-556-3956 / jcaron@necc.mass.edu 


George Bruno, U.S. ambassador to 
Belize for President Clinton, will visit 
Professor Padova’s Early College U.S. 


While most of the moves are 
temporary, the Radiologic Tech- 
nology Program will be located 
in El-Hefni permanently. 

“Many of our buildings on 
campus are aging and expensive 
renovations are required to keep 
them operational,” said Lane 
Glenn, president of Northern Es- 
sex. ‘“We’re thankful our local 
legislators and our state adminis- 
tration recognize the importance 
of investing in infrastructure, and 
we appreciate their support. of 
this project.” 


The Prudential Insurance 
Company of America donated the 
building to the state for a campus 
for Northern Essex in 1991, and it 
opened soon after as the college’s 
first building in the city. 

In 1996, the building was 
named the John R. Dimitry 
Building in honor of the college’s 
second president who served the 
college for over 20 years from 
1975 to 1996. 

For more information, visit the 
Dimitry Renovation website. 


Two former U.S. 
diplomats to visit 


Come learn about U.S. diplomacy first hand. 


Two former U.S. ambassadors will be 
visiting Northern Essex this month at the 
invitation of Rich Padova from the Glob- 
al Studies Department, and all who are 
free are invited to attend. 

Rufus Gifford, U.S. ambassador to 
Denmark for President Obama, will visit 
Professor Padova’s U.S. History II class 
on Wednesday, February 14th at 9:30 in 


History I class on Monday, February 
26th at 12:30 in Spurk 106. 


Both ambassadors will speak about 
U.S. diplomacy, current affairs of state 
and electoral politics. 

All who attend are invited to ask what- 
ever questions they may have related to 
government, politics, current issues, etc. 


For more information, contact Profes- 


sor Padova at rpadova@nec.mass.edu or 
978-556-3297. 


New pizza at 


NECC 


Inhouse pizza vs. delivery 


Northern Essex new 
café started making their 


By MARIELLA 
MENDEZ 


very own pizza as of Fri- 
day February ninth, us- 
ing a new pizza oven that 
NexDine Company offers. 
David Guarnieri, manag- 
er of the café excitedly 
began the first test run of 
the oven this past Friday. 
Guarnieri says, “I’ve been 
making pizza since I was 
eight years old. That’s 
thirty two years!” 

Luckily the new fea- 
ture in the café is a simple 
tool to utilize. Employ- 
ee Melissa Merrill of ten 
years says, “The pizza 
oven is easy to use, I just 


can’t spin pizza dough 
Velie 
Previously, NECC had 
Papa Gino’s pizza shipped 
to them since 2013. The 
oven is a cheaper and en- 
vironmentally friendly 
alternative, than having 
trucks ship pizza to the 
campus daily, according to 
Guarnieri. Guarnieri says 
“NECC will. still part- 
ner with Papa Gino’s for 
catering purposes,” and 
otherwise will be making 
fresh pizza daily. Making 
pizza will result in more 
work for the employees 
but “it’Il be worth it,” he 
says. NexDine advocates 
student-focused menus 
and quality dining ser- 
vices. 


Melissa Hernandez, 


current student at NECC 
purchased the very first 
slice of the café’s pizza. 
Hernandez was unaware 
of the introduction of the 
fresh baked pizza. 

“I’ve purchased the 
Papa Gino’s pizza plenty 


- of times,” she said. 


Hernandez expressed 
that the new pizza con- 
tained a great homemade 
quality and taste. 

The cost of cheese piz- 
za is currently $2.25 and 
$2.75 with toppings. Ac- 
cording to the sign inside, 
NECC NexDine café is 
opened Monday-Friday 
from 7:30 AM- 2:30 PM 
and is located in the Spurk 
building near the center 
lobby. 
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Sarah Durning also received 
recognition and was nominated in 
costume design for her work on 
Laundry and Bourbon/Lonestar. 
The four acting nominees then 
chose a scene partner to compete 
with them. In addition to com- 
peting as a partner, Durning also 
prepared a costume portfolio to 
present in competition. 

Once the pairs are chosen, 
with the help of their coaches, the 
partners and nominees “diligent- 
ly work on a very specific and 
contrasting package [containing 
two scenes and a monologue] 
to showcase the students’ acting 
ability and versatility in the arts,” 
said Professor Beatrice. 

While there was not a great 
deal of advancement in competi- 
tion among the eight participating 
actors, it was a particularly excit- 
ing year at the festival for North- 
ern Essex. A scene from Lonestar 


Theater festival 


Continued from front page 


(the second act of the Top Notch 
Players’ 2017 spring production 
of Laundry and Bourbon/Lone- 
star) was one of thirteen scenes 
in the region to be selected as a 
part of the second annual Invited 
Scenes Showcase. 

Bien-Aime, Gulezian, and 
Joyall all got the opportunity 
to fine-tune the selected scene 
with Beatrice and perform it 
on Western Connecticut State’s 
main stage in their designated 
eight-minute time slot. It was re- 
ceived incredibly well, meeting a 
full house of uproarious laughter 
and applause. 

“It’s like nothing I’ve ever felt 
before,” said Carlyle Bien-Aime 
of his experience in the invited 
scene. 

Their coach was just as as- 
tounded by the experience, “sit- 
ting in a two hundred house the- 
ater with a balcony and it’s sold 


Photo by Brianne Beatrice 


Audience at the Invited Scenes Showcase 


out... it was really a high and a 
win for Northern Essex.” 

Other benefits included the 
networking and workshop op- 
portunities available to Northern 
Essex students through the Amer- 
ican College Theater Festival. 
“You have access to productions 
that are being put on by other 
schools, you can compete in act- 
ing competitions, directing com- 
petitions, take workshops in all 
fields: acting, tech, dramaturgy, 
all that stuff, as well as the op- 
portunity to audition,” said Gee- 
hae Moon, Michael Gulezian’s 
partner, who was cast in a one act 
play during the festival and re- 
ceived many callbacks including 
one for the Neighborhood Play- 
house, a conservatory in New 
York City. 

Overall students seemed to 
agree that the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Fes- 
tival was a great opportunity to 
gain exposure for the college and 
themselves. “I think it’s really 
important [for Northern Essex] 
because it’s a place to go to get 
our names out there and get rec- 
ognition for our school... and to 
showcase our talent,” said Bi- 
en-Aime. Many of the participat- 
ing students owed much of their 
success to their mentor. 

“Brianne’s a great professor 
and a great mentor, she’s taught 
me a lot... she’s very knowledge- 
able,” said Bien-Aime. Her care- 
ful criticism and help in material 
selection, along with the sharing 
of Sanford Meisner’s acting tech- 
nique (which Beatrice has her 
master’s in), is valued deeply by 
her students. 

“Every moment you get to 


work with Brianne is an absolute 
pleasure. She’s unlike any other 
acting teacher you would get at a 
community college. She teaches 
you not just how to act, but how 
to be a professional,” said stu- 
dent, and American College The- 
ater Festival nominee, Michael 
Gulezian of the acting Theater 
Coordinator. 

As for the future of the arts at 
Northern Essex, there’s a feel- 
ing of optimism. Beatrice said 
that the theatrical community at 
NECC is still “a really wonderful 
place for the students to develop 
and hone their passion and skills 
for the theater.” Students back up 
her belief, many referring to the 


Photo by Leah Mahoney 
Top Notch Players participate in showcase 


Top Notch Players as their “fam- 
ily.” She went on to say that she 
would like to “keep doing fresh, 
cutting edge, theater that gives 
everyone an opportunity to wear 
many hats...the future for NECC 
is to keep theater alive.” 

To witness theater alive at 
Northern Essex, you are invited 
to attend the Top Notch Players 
production of Neil Simon’s “Last 
of the Red Hot Lovers” February 
22nd-24th and March 2 and 3rd 
at 7PM, March Ist at 4PM, and 
March 4th at 2PM in the Ches- 
ter W. Hawryiciw Theater on the 
third floor of Spurk (C) building. 


New art 
exhibit on the 
NECC campus 


By CassAnDRA ELLSON 
Correspondent 

On January 25, both art stu- 
dents and art lovers alike wel- 
comed Lowell artist Linnea 
Olson at the opening reception 
of Found, a collection of her re- 
cent works that are on display in 
the Northern Essex Community 
College’s Linda Hummel-Shea 
ArtSpace. As alluded to in the 
title, this exhibit is filled with 
sculptural pieces crafted from 
“found” objects Olson picks up 
wherever she goes. The exhib- 
it will be up from January 22 
through February 22. 

“T’ve always been an inquis- 


Found by Linnea Olson 


itive and an acquisitive person,” 
Olson describes of herself. She 
finds beauty in everything, and 
constantly finds herself discov- 
ering beauty in the most unlikely 
of places. Components of her art 
can be found on the ground, thrift 
stores, ebay, etc. 

NECC Art Professor Michelle 
Carter drew a comparison to 
American artist Joseph Cornell 
and his style of using cast-off 
and discarded artifacts in his art, 
whom Olson draws great inspira- 
tion from. His style of collecting 
and using found objects is similar 
to her own, “part of his impulse 
to collect was him having to see 
things”. 

Olson’s Rabbit as the King of 
Ghosts is an example of a piece 
fastened from unlikely objects. 
One summer she found part of 
a broken ceramic rabbit on the 
shore of the Ipswich River, then 
found another the next summer 


and then more in proceeding 
visits. In the end, she was never 
able to recover the rabbit’s head, 
until the day she had come upon 
the head of what looked to be a 
discarded children’s art project 
that she thought 
would fit won- 


derfully. 
A recurring 
theme through- 


out the show is 
one of healing 
and redemption. 
Like the rabbit, 
one does not 
need to be per- 
fect to be whole. 

All of the 
works in the 
show are up for 
sale. Olson is 
also. starting a 
new tradition with a piece named 


list one free piece to go to the 
first to find it. Art Professor Marc 
Mannheimer, the now owner of 
Rabbit as the King of Ghosts, is 
the one to contact for those inter- 


ested. 


On top of her art, Olson also 
devotes time to lung cancer ad- 
vocacy as a survivor. She runs a 
blog and writes for CUREtoday. 


FOUND 


LINNEA OLSON 
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Whimsey. From now on and Cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline cutline 


during future solo shows, she will 


cutline. 


(«a observer.necc.mass. [j @theneccobserver 


By JINETTE GALARZA 
Campus Life Editor 


Love. The feeling of but- 
terflies in the stomach, sweaty 
palms, shaky legs, and blushed 
cheeks. 

The sensation of wanting 
to leave everything behind 
and follow the one that has 
captivated your senses. The 
reaction, ignited by your “true 
love’, that makes you jump 
over mountains, cross rivers, 
fight dragons, and even give 
your life for them. But... Is 
this what love is? Or have we 
become so infatuated by the 
idea, of outrageous demon- 
strations of affection, that if 
we don't receive the moon as 
proof of their devotion we 
deem them unworthy? 

The bar has been set outra- 
geously high in the matter of 
finding a companion. There 
are so many considerations 


Campus Life 
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Till death do us part? 


‘Looking at “love” objectively. 


to take into account as to the 
standards we demand of peo- 
ple. While some are looking 
for a spouse to spend the rest 
of their life with, others are 
simply looking for temporary 
companionship. For the for- 
mer, the search may seem like 
a never-ending journey. “Why 
does it take forever?”, says Di- 
ana Garcia a Business Transfer 
student. How many of us have 
asked the same question? 
Waiting for the right person 
can make us feel frustrated, 
lonesome, and even cause our 
hope to falter. 
As we look around, 
searching for someone we're 
compatible with, there are a 
few pointers we might want to 
keep in mind. Can you live up 
to the same standards you are 
demanding? Are you willing to 


e 


Way 


compromise your ego, pride, 
and dominance in order to 
create an environment of trust 
and understanding with a 
person that is willing to do the 
same for you? 

When asked what love 
means to her, Sara Ramirez, 
a General Studies major, said 
“Love is complicated. Love 
is not a feeling like every- 
one thinks it is. Feelings are 
abstract and to say love is a 
feeling takes its value away. 
Love is consistent daily effort. 
It's making a choice that the 
people or person you love, is 
worth choosing to do well by 
them every day. And that’s any 
type of love. Effort has more 
power behind it than an ab- 
stract concept. Right? Feelings 
are powerful but purposeful 
actions are more so. Can you 


My 


imagine someone choosing 
to love you every day, by 
doing right by/for you? That's 
beautiful” 

If we want the real deal, 
then we have to work for it. 
And by working for it I mean 
working on ourselves first to 
make sure we're realistic about 
our expectations. At the same 
time, do not belittle yourself. 
You can't expect someone to 
see your true worth if you are 
unable to accept the treasure 
that lies within you. Do not 
settle for less. Do not enter 
into a relationship just because 
you don't want to be alone. 
Love yourself fiercely, enjoy 
life, live freely, and when you 
love, love passionately. 


We come 

to love 

not by 

finding a 

perfect person but 
by learning to see 
an imperfect person 
periectly. 


Sain Keen. 


Photo Courtesy of FamilyShare.com 


*.| Framingham 


} State University 


If you are thinking about transferring from 
community college, explore your options 
at Framingham State University. 


2 informati 


+ Discover opportunities at FSU 
Speak with Admissions Counselors 
Tour our beautiful New England campus 


> Contact us to learn about the transfer admission process and also: 


on, visit www.framingham.edu/transfer 
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Have you gotten your flu shot? 


The flu vaccine is more important than ever for NECC students 


By GENESIS ABELLA & 
EMILy ZINSMEISTER 


This winter, the season- 
al flu outbreak is the deadliest it 
has been in 10 years. According 
to the Center for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention, over 17,000 
people have been hospitalized 
with confirmed influenza. Ad- 
ditionally, the CDC reports that 
there have been 63 influenza-as- 
sociated pediatric deaths in the 


2017-2018 season. The rate of 


hospitalizations and death tolls 
are expected to rise as the winter 
comes to an end. Around cam- 
pus, NECC students are definite- 
ly feeling the effects. 


Scholarships and 


Affording college 
could be easier than 
you think 


By CaRNEY WOELFEL 
Correspondent 

Scholarships have helped 
many students pay for school. 

In 2018 the U.S. student loan 
debt has increased to $1.48 tril- 
lion. College debt is a huge prob- 
lem in the United States, but 
scholarships and Pell grants can 
help ease some of this financial 
burden. 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College scholarships can be 
earned in various ways. There are 
different requirements to each. 

Many scholarships take into 
account a_ student’s academic 
performance, their money situ- 
ation financially, and even if the 
student does public service. 


A better NECC experience: Study tips 
from students and tutors 


Are you absorbing 
the information that 


you re studying? 
By Kirk WHELAN 
Correspondent 

For many students, concern 
over their scholastic performance 
is at the forefront of their minds 
when taking college classes. Suc- 
cess can be harder to obtain in 
certain classes, and virtually the 
only way to improve as a student 
is by studying. 

Tutors and students from the 
National Society of Success and 
Leadership (NSLS) provided the 


“T usually get sick once a year, 
but this past winter alone I’ve 
been sick throughout the whole 
season. Once where I had the 
flu and had to miss my first week 
of classes,” said Kiana Castillo, 
a criminal justice major. “All 
I could think about to myself is 
how much I wish I got the flu 
shot ahead of time.” 

For college students on cam- 
pus, it is crucial to take extra 
precautions to ensure the safety 
and health of ourselves and those 
around us. Students are constant- 
ly sharing classrooms, public re- 


A helpful tool for students 
to view scholarships and the re- 
quirements that go with them can 
be seen on the Northern Essex 
Community College website. 

Last year Northern Essex 
Community College students 
received more than $200,000 in 
scholarships. 

Former NECC student Evan 
Blinn said “when I graduated 
from Timberlane High School 
I received a scholarship from 
NECC which I didn’t think was 
possible because they are a two- 
year school.” 

Northern Essex Community 
College is considered the right 
option for many students just 
coming out of high school who 
have trouble financially. 

UMASS Lowell student Tyler 
Donahue said “I wish before I 
committed to four years to UML 
I went to NECC.” Many students 


Observer with words of studying 
advice for students. 

“Well, I think its important 
for students to first understand 
what they are reading, so if they 
have to look at a dictionary, or its 
a good idea to take notes, maybe 
they do what we call “talk text” 
where they write notes in the mar- 
gins or on a piece of paper.”, said 
Jennifer Levesque, Coordinator 
of Writing and English Skills 
Center. “Just asking themselves 
questions about it, maybe its a 
word they don’t understand or 
maybe its a concept they have to 
look up. So their kind of talking 
to what they’re reading to better 


strooms and common areas, and 
in doing so, getting exposed to 
germs. Teachers and faculty are 
doing their part by reminding stu- 
dents to stay home if they are sick 


so that any illness is contained . 


and does not spread to the rest of 
the class. Above all, the best line 
of defense. for prevention is the 
flu vaccine. 

Unquestionably, almost every 
college student is juggling a busy 
schedule. Whether that includes 
attending school full time, work- 
ing long shifts, or playing sports. 
Although being busy can be a 


grants help pay for school 


have decided to go to Northern 
Essex Community College before 
attending a four year'school in or- 
der to save money. 

NECC is less expensive than 
a typical four year school though 
scholarships are not the only way 
to pay for school. Students may 
also receive grants from the state 
in which they live in or the state 
that the school is in. Students can 
also receive federal financial aid. 

Student Jack Henrick said “I 
received a grant from the state 
of Massachusetts and it paid off 
my whole bill with the help of fi- 
nancial aid. In the end the school 
had to pay me for the money I re- 
ceived from the grant and a few 
weeks later I received a check in 
the mail.” 

Federal Pell grants are limit- 
ed to the students with financial 
needs which also requires you 
to not yet have their first bache- 


understand it. But its important to 
also be in kind of a quiet space 
without distractions, without 
their cell phone wringing or other 
people talking.” 

Jennifer Levesque also ex- 
plained how to identify what is 
important in a piece of reading 
material, “Yeah, so if their read- 
ing from a textbook, in some text- 
books they’ll bold certain words 
that might be important, so they 
could look for that. They should 
look for the beginning of a para- 
graph. A lot of times the main 
idea is in that and then they have 
the supporting evidence.” 

Communications/Journalism 


good thing, it can also cause us 
to sleep less and eat poorly which 
makes us all more susceptible to 
the virus. 

“I’m always up to date with 
my vaccines. This year, oddly, 
I got vaccinated at a Walgreens 
near my house,” said nursing ma- 
jor, Jennifer Flete. “I was in Wal- 
greens buying a few things, when 
I noticed the sign for the flu shot. 
The process was quick, easy and 
only took about ten minutes.” 

The flu vaccination is one 
of the most important lines of 
defense for protection against 


Many scholarships take into account a stu- , 
Cee ae money 
situation financially, and even if the student 


does public service. 


dent’s academic 


- Carney Woelfel 


pili Sa 


lor’s degree. Pell grants are a big 
help many students. Students all 
across the nation receive these 
Pell grants to help pay for the 
school bills. Even if scholarships 
and Pell grants are different they 
are a huge help for the students 
so that they can further their ed- 
ucation. 

Northern Essex Community 
College, for example, gives out 
scholarships every year to stu- 
dents that attend the school and 


major Keshani Hughes empha- 
sised planning,” The main thing is 
to make time for studying, don’t 
be like oh I can do it later like 
after work at 10pm because you 
will find later you’re tired.” she 
said. 

That sentiment was shared 
by Math tutor Daniel Svencomis, 
“Well, at this. particular place 
(Tutoring Center) we encourage 
people to come here regular- 
ly because they get continuous 
feedback. By getting continuous 
feedback in response to their 
work they correct their mistakes 
and do well on tests. The prob- 
lem we have is that people tend 


spreading the illness. Most local 
pharmacies, such as Walgreens 
and CVS take walk-ins for the flu 
shot. Also, many walk-in clinics 
offer vaccines, so there is no need 
to make an appointment with 
your primary care. ; 

“This year I’ve probably only , 
seen 7 kids while I’ve been work- 
ing who have just come in to re- 
ceive the flu shot. We offer it al- 
most everywhere. It’s available 
and quick and I wish these young | 
adults could be more informed 
about it,” said nurse practitioner 
Ana at Express Care. 


: 


< 
2 


they don’t ask for much in return. 
NECC student Kevin Andre 
who received a scholarship fro 
NECC said “Northern Bssed 
helped me with my money situ 
ation and all they ask back from 
me was a thank you letter.” With 
the help of scholarships and Pell 
grants students know that some? 
one has their backs as they further 
career goals. 


to be a little irregular. They will 
come two to three days and then. 
not come for another two to three 
weeks. So, the idea is we try to 
get people to come here on a reg- 
ular basis so they can get steady 
improvement.” he said. 

“Yeah I would say it looks 
scary and it looks pretty intim-; 
idating and I’ve been through 
that and I still kind of go through 
that...just know that you will be 
scared, but thats part of life, thats 
part of education. So just keep 
going.” advised Herb Lindtveit, a 
Liberal Arts Writing major. 
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Beyond the gender norms 


If you dont fit into 

the 2 gender norms, 
that’s okay, not 
everyone does, and 


you re not alone. 


‘By Lean MAHONEY 
tArts&Entertainment Editor 


t Across the globe there are 
countless gender identities, ev- 
ety culture has a different set and 
every individual has the option 
to decide where they fit on or off 
the gender binary. The gen-der 
identities one has to choose from 

ge greatly from place to place, 

n within the United States: 
ffom the Ihamana of the Zuni 
Native Americans of New Mex- 
ico, who live as both gen-ders 
(also referred to as “two-spirit”) 
and who play an important part 
in maintaining balance within 
Zuni culture, to individuals in 
our home state of Massachusetts 
who identify as non-bi-nary or 
gender nonconforming. When we 
get into the discussion of policy 
and identity, gender seems to be 
both a cultural and an unavoid- 
ably personal concept. So where 
do those who don’t fit into nor- 
mative cultural ideas of gender 
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fit (i.e. intersex, gender-fluid, 
non-binary, third gender individ- 
uals, etc.)? 

Despite the range of identity 
options, those who may fall into 
a “non-traditional” gender identi- 
ty often receive backlash, which 
can lead to serious psychological 
damage. To delve into the per- 
sonal aspect of gender, I chose 
to interview an individual who 
self-identifies as non-bi-nary or 
gender nonconforming: Morgan 
Hasak of Nahant, Massachu- 
setts. Morgan began to iden-tify 
as non-binary during their (Mor- 
gan’s pronoun of choice) junior 
year of high school when they 
learned the term in their school’s 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance 
Club. According to the Journal 
of LGBT Youth, these types of 
groups serve as safe havens of ed- 
ucation for issues on gender and 
sexuality. “It was kind of an ‘aha’ 
moment, like ‘oh this is me.’ That 
self discovery meant everything,” 
Morgan said, of the club meeting 
that helped them solidify their 
identity. Ac-cording to Morgan 
non-binary means “not identify- 
ing with the stereotypical identi- 
ty of a male or female.” My next 
few questions were a bit broader, 
and perhaps more difficult to an- 
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swer. 

What exactly is gender and 
what is the gender binary? Mer- 
riam Webster defines gender as: 
“the behavioral, cultural, or psy- 
chological traits typically asso- 
ciated with one sex”, this says a 
lot about how heavily influenced 
gender is by culture and society. 
Morgan’s answer did not greatly 
deviate from textbook. “Gender 
is a construct of how society 
wants us to be, but in real-ity, 
there’s a lot of fluidity, [owning 
your] gender identity is about be- 
ing who you are... I think [non- 
traditional gender identifying 
people] are more common than 
people think, but we still struggle 
with acceptance. If your gender is 
somewhere in between, people on 
social media call you ‘snowflake’ 
or think you’re looking for atten- 
tion, like, it’s not healthy.” 

While cultural backlash may 
be severe for some who have 
nontraditional gender identi-ties 
somewhere in between male 
and female, research by Rog- 
er R. Hock in Forty Studies that 
Changed Psychology, in response 
to Sandra Bem’s 1974 study on 
gender as a scale, has revealed 
that androgynous individuals are 
more adaptable and trend toward 
z having higher 
self-esteem. 
Further stud- 
ies by psy- 
chologists, 
such as one 
published in 
the Interna- 
tional Jour- 
nal of . Trans- 
gen-derism 
on the care of 
transgender 
and = gender 
nonconform- 
ing individu- 
als, confirm 
that gender 
identity and 
gender = ex- 
pression can 
be a healthy 
part of human 
development 
and existence. 
Issues in the 
lives of those 
with non-tra- 
ditional §gen- 
der identities 
often revolve 
around 
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“I]t was kind of an ‘aha’ moment, 
litte ‘Oh this 1S ek selt dis? 
covery meant everything,”.. 

- Morgan Hasak 


ee 


societal backlash, the potential 
inability that backlash creates to 
live in a way that reflects one’s 
gender identity, which may lead 
to feelings of dysphoria. 

According to Psychology To- 
day, gender dysphoria is a phe- 
nomenon in which a person feels 
a persistent disconnect between 
their experienced gender and as- 
signed gender. Gender is a dif- 
ficult construct to navigate, for 
many, it can be a challenge to fit 
into the roles they are ex-pected 
to fill within their cultures. The 
questioning of gender identity 
and even feelings of dysphoria 
are bound to occur in some cases. 
This is particularly common in 
individuals of all non-traditional 
gender identities and can be es- 
pecially complex in gender-fluid 
individuals. | Merriam-Webster 
defines gender-fluid as “of, relat- 
ing to, or being a person whose 
gender identity is not fixed.” 

The idea of the fixed nature 
of gender identity is carved deep 
into the roots of our culture. Gen- 
der-fluid persons especially, as 
well as other nontraditionally 
gendered people, must live in a 
world where the reality of legal 
gender is oftentimes black and 
white, male and female. In Be- 
yond Trans: Does Gender Matter? 
Heath Fogg Davis points out the 
prevailing challenge sur-rounding 
identification cards that is faced 
by those who don’t line up per- 
fectly with their gender assigned 
at birth. In American society, it is 
an expected norm, and in some 
cases, a legal neces-sity, to car- 
ry around cards marked male or 
female with no alternative choice 
for those who exist somewhere in 
between. This issue, along with 
many others including harass- 
ment or bullying from peers, can 
lead to dysphoria, anxiety, self- 
doubt, self-harm, and depression. 

These cultural norms play a 
huge role in where we fall on the 


scale of gender, but identity is 
also a hugely evolutionarily and 
biologically impacted concept. 
In Gender and the Brain, one 
scientific reporter, Ronald Ku- 
tolak, notes that infant monkeys 
tend to choose toys (i.e. trucks or 
dolls) associated with their bio- 
logical genders without prompt- 
ing largely due to the release of 
testosterone of estrogen shortly 
before and after birth. During 
puberty, when we are arguably 
at one of our most hormonally, 
emotionally, and psychologically 
vulnerable stages, changes oc- 
cur that help to influence gender 
identity as adults. Kutolak’s writ- 
ings report that during puberty, 
hormones like kisspeptin and its 
byproducts are released which 
influence the brain, a conflict or 
variance in these hormones or the 
effect they have may contribute 
to gender identity later in life. 

Throughout all of this research, 
there is one huge commonality; 
gender expression and accep- 
tance are natural and healthy 
parts of being human. It is, psy- 
chologically speaking, good for 
you to fall where you may on the 
gender spectrum (whether it is the 
influence of culture, up-bringing, 
neurological/hormonal _ effects, 
or a combination). To many, like 
Morgan, gender doesn’t matter, 
but for others, it is a huge part of 
how we define ourselves. Tradi- 
tional gender roles may impact 
career paths, who we associate 
with, what we like, and the way 
that we act. Breaking out of the 
constraints of rigid ideas of gen- 
der lead to a happier and more 
liberated ex-perience, and, as 
human beings, it is our job to ac- 
cept and respect others for their 
gender identi-ties to promote the 
psychological well-being and our 
growth as a society. 


Gender and sexuality symbol of unity. 
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NECC takes on Boda Borg Escape Rooms 


Can the NECC 
students and faculty 
get out or will they 


escape for forever? 


By Kitty BROADHURST 


Correspondent 

On Friday February 2, North- 
ern Essex Community College 
students and staff went on a quest 
to challenge their physical and 
mental abilities at Boda Borg, 
located in Malden, MA. It was 
here where students were not 
only able to explore eleven quest 
rooms, but use both their minds 
and bodies to think and work to- 
gether. 

The real world gaming expe- 
rience varied in mental and phys- 
ical challenges which permitted 
students to problem solve within 
a specific time frame. Upon in- 
correctly completing a quest, the 


teams were to start over. 

“Boda Borg was just absolute- 
ly great! Everyone was.so active 
and so much fun, and I’m hoping 
we can have another trip like this 
again in the future!” said NECC 
student Brian Chavarria. 

The themed quest rooms (or 
escape rooms) were unique and 
contained a series of challenges. 
From escaping Alcatraz, to com- 
pleting obstacle courses, NECC 
students and staff worked togeth- 
er to execute the escape rooms in 
a timely manner. 

“] think they (student events) 
are a great opportunity for stu- 
dents to meet others and try new 
things, and the discount prices 
can’t be beat!” said Assistant 
Athletic Director Maureen (Moe) 
Saliba. 

Through the College’s Depart- 
ment of Athletics and Recreation, 
students were able to enjoy their 
quests for just $25, which includ- 
ed transportation and an all-you- 


can-eat taco bar. The student dis- 
count was very comparable to the 
regular fee of $33, which did not 
include the price of the taco bar, 
adding an extra $10 onto the fee. 

“J’ve never taken part in any 
student activities at NECC, but it 
sounds like a cool opportunity to 
meet other NECC students! I’ve 
also never realized how much 
of a student discount we get for 
these sorts of events.” said NECC 
student Jewel D’ Agati. 

Events are constantly being 
organized for students at NECC, 
and are a great way to meet 
friends and establish community. 
The team building activities are a 
result of The Department of 

Athletics and Recreation, 
which runs student trips such as 
that to Boda Borg. 

For more updates on student 
life, check your NECC announce- 
ments located in your Office Out- 
look student email account. 


Photo by Kylie Broadhurst 


Group of students go to Boda Borg. 


Extra, extra read all about it! 


Observer staff want 
to get the word out 


By Bryant KARINEN 
Correspondent 


The Observer is doing what 
it can to get into your hands. 

The NECC Observer has a 
long history with Northern Essex 
beginning in 1961, the same year 
the school opened its doors. “We 
(The NECC Haverhill campus 
library) have copies going back 
to the 1960’s.” says Helen Mans- 
ur, a library services specialist. 

The back issues of the NECC 
Observer are available for 
photocopies upon request in 
the Haverhill campus library. 

Some students may find 
the hustle and bustle of col- 


lege life to get in the way 
of reading the school paper. 
Plenty prefer to get right to 
their classes and right back to their 
cars, though the latest copy of the 
Observer is available right when 
students walk into any of the main 
buildings here at Northern Essex. 
“T always take a new copy of 
the Observer when I see it in the 
Spurk lobby.” says Deirdre Budzy- 
na, a professor of Early Child- 
hood at the Haverhill campus. 
The newspapers in the main 
Spurk lobby are located near- 
by the stairwell There are also 
newsstands in the various othe 
rbuildings around campus. 
At the Lawrence campus, the 
Observer can be picked up in the 
lobby of the El-Hefni building on 
Common Street and the Fourni- 
er building on Amesbury St. 


Engineering science ma- 
jor Mayerley Astacio has an 
idea to get the paper, or maybe 
lack of paper, into more hands. 

“Tt would be great for NECC 
to be able to, email [The Ob- 
server] so students can access 
on their own time,” she said. 

Rosielis Kerrera, a biology 
major, added “If it was digital 
it would be easier to share with 
classmates or people outside 
class. Nowadays everything is 
about technology...” Astacio 
shared her concerns for a digi- 
tal version of the Observer, “It 
would be better for the envi- 
ronment by using less paper.” 

While it’s true the school does 
have the NECC Announcements 
sent out via student email, the 
NECC News uses stories from 
the home page’s Newsroom and 


not the Observer. The Newsroom 
is created by the marketing and 
communications department 
at the college, while the Ob- 
server is a student-run newspa- 
per that aims to both cover the 
news on campus and serve as 
an experiential learning oppor- 
tunity for journalism students. 

The Observer has an official 
website that can be found on the 
college’s website and the URL is 
available right on the front page 
under the title. However, the link 
provided on the school website 
does not seem to currently work 
on some mobile devices and the 


website updates infrequently. 
Mansur says of the Ob- 
server “I would definitely 


grab a copy if it was available 
while I’m-having lunch. It’s a 
good way to pass lunchtime.” 


There is currently no place for 
students to pick up The Obsery- 
er while in the Haverhill campus 
café, although there is a news- 
stand nearby in the Spurk lobby. 

On the subject of getting 
more students to read the paper, 
Budzyna says “Placing the news- 
paper in a location visible to the 
new café would be beneficial.” 

Where would you like to see 
the Observer and how would 
you like to read it? What kind 
of content would you like to 
see? What sorts of stories should 
we be taking on? The Observ- 
er staff wants to hear from you! 

You can contact The Observer 
staff at observer@necc.mass.edu 
or visit the newsroom in C318. 


Students have mixed opinions on snow days 


Some rejoice, others 


frown when finding out 


class is cancelled 
By SHAIBEL ESTEVEZ 
Correspondent 


Students and faculty hear 
it’s a snow day and every- 
one’s first instinct is to be ex- 
cited about it, but are snow 
days as good as they seem? 

Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College has policies around 
snow days and students and fac- 
ulty have to make those days up. 

Some options professors give 
to the students are to either come 
an extra day during the semes- 
ter, make-up assignment, or just 
add a few extra minutes to each 
class to make up for the missed 
day, but how does that effect 


students and faculty? Or does 
it even affect them anyways? 

Some students love the 
day off but hate the make-up 
work. Arelys Salazar states, 
*T love not having to wake up 
at 6:30 a.m. just to make it to 
my 8 a.m. class, I love sleeping 
in, it just drags when we go in 
the following class and the pro- 
fessor tells us the awful news 
that we have to make up an as- 
signment for that missed day.” 

Besides having that down 
time, it is most definitely a has- 
sle for faculty to have to alter- 
nate their schedules and some- 
times the due dates of their 
assignments, because of a missed 
school day. Although a snow day 
gives them a day to re-adjust the 
schedule and grade papers, it is 
also another setback for them 
as much as it is for students. 

Leah Mahoney, a_ student 


at NECC, says, “Depending 
on my mood, snow days let 
me catch up on school work 
but it does irritate me when 
the schedule gets screwed up.” 

Most students have a sched- 
ule going, have a lot on their 
plate already, and a lot of them 
work full time and part time, so 
when the scheduling is off, it can 
also throw everything else off. 

Many ask, who makes the 
decision to close the school? 
Well, on the Northern Essex 
website if you enter “College 
Closings” on the search bar, 
it tells you almost everything 
about school closings and delays. 

“NECC administrators consid- 
er a number of factors in deciding 
whether to close the campus due 
to inclement weather. These fac- 
tors include but are not limited to 
an assessment of the condition of 
our campuses and area roads and 


a review of weather predictions,” 
it says on the College Closings 
page. The administrators are very 
considerate when it comes to can- 
celling classes due to the weath- 
er, many times they even cancel 
before a snow storm starts, which 
is very helpful in the long run. 

“TJ love when I am _ notified 
beforehand that classes are can- 
celled because it helps me the 
following morning not having to 
wait to hear if school is cancelled 
or not,” Lizbeth Perez states. 

There are also many ways 
to find out if school is closed or 
not. NECC offers students the 
option to sign up for NECC text 
alerts which notifies students 
right away if school is closed 
directly to their cellphones. 

There are also the op- 
tions of going on the NECC 
website or calling the NECC 
phone number to find out as 


well, and several TV stations 
can notify students as well. 

Arelys Salazar states, “Sign- 
ing up for the alerts going di- 
rectly to my phone has been 
very helpful because I don’t 
have to do anything, I just have 
to wait to receive a text to noti- 
fy me if there is school or not, 
which is very convenient for me.” 

So are snow days really that 
beneficial? Most students and 
faculty do enjoy them but there 
are still a few who don’t like 
their schedule being interrupted. 

Although Northern Essex 
administrators are very consid- 
erate before deciding to cancel 
school, and offer students many 
options on how to get notified for 
school cancellations, they have 
no control over mother nature. 


Basketball team has 
a 14-10 record with 
three games left 


By MAuik Zorrok 
ports Editor 


With almost an entirely 
new team (only one returning 
player), the NECC Knights 
have been able to turn a new 
page this year, accumulating 
a 14-10 record with three 
games left to play. 

One year after going 4-19, 
the newcomers have been 
able to find chemistry on 
both sides of the ball, scoring 
more points per game, allow- 
ing fewer points per game 
and knocking down the three 
pointer at a higher clip, one 
of the most important aspects 
in modern basketball. 

Team basketball is 
what head coach Joe Tar- 
diff preaches, and he has 
preached it well. 

The NECC Knights have 
four players averaging over 
10 points per game, and five 
players averaging over 5 re- 
bounds per game. 

The assist numbers have 
been well spread out as well, 
indicating a willingness to 
give up a decent shot, in or- 
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der to find a better, higher 
percentage shot. 

Let’s not forget about 
the defense though. De- 
fense wins championships, 
as everyone knows, and the 
Knights have been defending 
well. 

Five different NECC play- 
ers average at least one steal 
a game, and the team, collec- 
tively, averages exactly three 
blocks per game. 

Although the Knights have 
not played their best basket- 
ball recently, going 6-6 since 
the start of the new calendar 
year, the team is feeling con- 
fident. 

They started out the sea- 
son winning seven of their 
first nine games, and know 
if they can stick to the three 
point shooting and defense 
model they implemented 
this year, they can do serious 
damage. 

The Knights, winners of 
four of their last six games, 
look to finish out the regu- 
lar season strong, facing the 
University of Connecticut at 
Avery Point on Feb. 13 and 
Bristol Community College 
for their last two regular sea- 
son bouts. 

That game will be Satur- 
day, Feb. 17, at 1 p.m. 


NECC Newsroom 
NECC Knights Guard Emir Alagoz Drives Toward The Hoop Against A Defender 


Quick look at the start of the NECC Knights baseball schedule 


MARCH 
Sat. 10 vs. Vermilion Community College @ Florida Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
vs. Vermilion Community College @ Florida Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
Sun.11 _vs. Herkimer College @ Florida = Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
vs. Herkimer College @ Florida = Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
Mon. 12 at Rollins College JV TBA 
at Rollins College JV TBA 
Wed.14 vs. Monroe Community College @ Spring Trip in Florida - Location TBA TBA 
vs. Monroe Community College @ Spring Trip in Florida - Location TBA 
Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
Thu.15 vs. Rainy River Community College @ Florida Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
vs. Rainy River Community College @ Florida Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
Fri. 16 vs. Brookdale Community College @ Florida Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
vs. Brookdale Community College @ Florida. Russ Matt Games - Florida TBA 
Fri. 23 at Community College of Rhode Island 3:30 PM 
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Irish historian to present White Fund lecture 


Talk in Lawrence will focus on Frederick Douglass’ experienc- 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 
NECC Newsroom 


Irish historian Christine Ki- 
nealy, PhD, will present the 
March 4 White Fund lecture. 

Emmy Award winning _histo- 
rian and educator Christine Ki- 
nealy will present the Sunday, 
March 4, White Fund lecture titled 
“How Ireland changed Frederick 
Douglass,” at 2 p.m. at the Law- 
rence Heritage State Park Visitors 
Center, 1 Jackson St., Lawrence. 

Presented by NECC, The White 
Fund Enlightenment Series lec- 
ture is free and open to the public. 

The English-born Kinealy  re- 
ceived her PhD from Trinity College 
in Ireland. She has worked in educa- 
tional and research institutes in Dub- 
lin, Belfast, and England. An author- 
ity on Irish history, she has lived in 
the United States since 2007. In Sep- 
tember of 2013, Kinealy was appoint- 
ed the founding Director of Ireland’s 
Great Hunger Institute at Quin- 


nipiac University in Connecticut. 

She has published extensively on 
modern Ireland, with a focus on the 
Great Hunger. These publications 
include, “This Great Calamity. The 
Great Irish Famine 1845-52”, ‘“Re- 
peal and Revolution. 1848 in Ire- 
land”, and “Daniel O’Connell and 
Abolition. The Saddest People the 
Sun Sees,” and “Charity and the Great 
Hunger in Ireland. The Kindness of 
Strangers”. More recently, she com- 
pleted a graphic novel on the Great 
Hunger, titled, “The Bad Times” 

Kinealy is also a director of the 
Frederick Douglass Ireland Project, 
and is currently completing a book 
on Frederick Douglass and Ireland. 

She was named one of the top 100 
educators in Irish America. In March 
2014, she was also inducted into the 
Irish America Hall of Fame. In 2017, 
she won an Emmy for her contribu- 
tion to the documentary, “The Great 


Hunger and the Irish Diaspora”. 

The White Fund’s purpose is to 
have a free series of interactive pre- 
sentations for Lawrence area adults, 
youth, and children. The audience is 
encouraged to seek wisdom, cultural 
enrichment, and intellectual enhance- 
ment by attending and participating. 

Funded by a generous financial 
gift from the Honorable Daniel Ap- 
pleton White, the White Fund Lec- 
ture Series has provided cultural 
conversation featuring well-known 
lecturers in fields such as history, 
literature, travel, the arts, and poli- 
tics. The White Fund is collaborating 
with Northern Essex on this series. 

For additional information or 
to be notified of upcoming events 
in the White Fund Enlightenment 
Series, contact Analuz Garcia at 
agarcia@necc.mas.edu or call 
978-738-7423 or visit the website. 
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